
MSPA Board Meeting 

November 7, 2018 

 

Directors present include Gary Mariegard, Duane McCullough, Mary Lemon, Elaine Mitchel, Brent 
Bushnell and Jaime Cortez 

President Gary Mariegard called meeting to order at 11:00 am. 

Duane motioned the minutes from the Annual Meeting be approved. 

Brent seconded and motion carried. 

Gary went over financial and attendee numbers from the 2018 seminars in comparison to the 2017 

seminars.  

Jaime indicted that we were still waiting for the final numbers from Gear-up, however preliminary 

numbers were included so the Board could get an idea of expenses.  

Discussion: 

Duane indicated that we should market diligently to maintain the attendees from this year.  

Jaime and Mary added that attendees at the Missoula seminar would like to hear our education 

curriculum for 2019 by December and again in June.  They also indicated we should send a special email 

with education to all the attendees from this year’s seminar.  

Mary made a motion to add a “Bring a Friend Campaign” for 2019 seminars, each person who brings a 

new attendee to the 1040 Course will receive a $50 credit, new attendees to Business Entities/Farm and 

Ranch will receive a $25 credit.  The credit will be refunded at the seminar in the form of a check.  A new 

attendee is to be defined as a person who has not attended an MSPA seminar in the last 2 education 

years (2016 or 2017). 

Duane and Elaine seconded and motion carried. 

Gary indicated MSPA has assets of $80K with $12K set aside for legislation. He asked if the Board was 

interested in putting some money in a CD or investment.  

Elaine made a motion to put $25K from the savings account and put into an investment account risk free 

for a 1-year period.  

Gary seconded and motion carried.  

Jaime will send details of potential investment to the Board before the investment is made.  

Education for 2019 

Billings: 1040 Individual Tax October 21-22, Ethics October 21, Farm and Ranch October 23, MT Update 

October 24 

Missoula: 1040 Update October 28-29, Business Entities October 30, and MT Update October 31 

Gary purposed a lunch agenda for the first day of the 1040 in Billings and Missoula next year.  He 

thought would be nice to have the scholarship recipients come and speak, getting an idea from the 



attendees on what they would like for education in 2020 and a report from NSA regarding the right to 

practice. 

Mary indicated that she would contact someone at NSA to see if she could get updates on NSA activity.    

Brent added that would be nice for attendees to see we also offer scholarships and keep an eye on 

legislation effecting your right to practice, then just seminars.  The Board agreed. 

Gary indicated that we are still planning on finalizing the newsletter and will now add education for 

2019 rather than 2018. 

Mary mad a motion for the Board members to receive a stipend to attend a 1040 course of their choice 

for the 2019 education year. 

Elaine seconded and motion carried 

Gary made a motioned to adjourn 

Mary seconded and motion Carried  

Meeting adjourned 11:59am 

 


