
MSPA Board Meeting 

November 16, 2017 

Members and guests present include Gary Mariegard, Duane McCullough, Mary Lemon, Elaine Mitchel, 
Brent Bushnell and Jaime Cortez 

Gary Mariegard called meeting to order at 11:00 am. 

Mary motioned for approval of minutes from Annual Meeting. 

Jaime seconded, Motion carried. 

Education Discussion:  

Missoula 

 Jaime informed the board that the evaluation sheets from the Jennings seminar were all 

positive.  The only negative was the hotel construction and the road construction making it difficult to 

park and get to the hotel. 

Brent, Duane and Mary all had positive things to say about the location of the seminar and the speaker 

from Jennings. 

Question was asked about continuing to move forward with seminars in Missoula.  Elaine, Brent and 

Mary agreed that we should continue with the Missoula seminar. 

Jaime confirmed that the 2018 Missoula seminar dates would be October 29-30. 

Billings 

 Gary went over evaluation sheets and they were all good reviews for us other than the visual 

presentation.  

Gary had a call with Sue Par from Gear Up in regards to our continued relationship with them and to talk 

about a new contract.  Sue is hoping to have a specimen contract set for us in about a week, due to all 

the education training they are doing right now they won’t have a final contract until after the first of 

the year.  

Mary, was concerned about what kind of contract are they going to do for us, since in the past they have 

wanted to be the only speaker in the state.  Gary seemed positive that they wanted to keep the 

relationship they have with us and continue to move forward.  

Jaime confirmed that the 2018 Billings seminar dates would October 22 – 24, with Gear up and October 

25, for MT Updates 

Elaine mentioned that she really enjoyed the MT Update seminar done this year with Joel Silverman.  

There was concern if we would be able to get Montana to present in 2018. 

Education Income: 

 Jaime presented an excel worksheet with the Seminar numbers available to her.  Brent 

mentioned he would like to see the sheet with the actual numbers before further discussion.  Jaime will 

send the sheet to all Board members as soon as she has final hotel numbers. 



Brent suggested adding advertising and postage to the sheet since it also pertains to the expense of the 

seminars.  

Gary also suggested adding the website costs and the cost of my work for the Board to see.  

Gary purposed a 2-day planning Board meeting in Helena next year (2018).  All members agreed it would 

be a good idea.  

Proposed 2018 Agenda 

• By-Laws 

• Education and Marketing 

• Gary will check with Joel Silverman to see if he could come to the meeting 

• Sponsor Legislation for tax preparers practicing before the Department of Revenue 

• Search for Executive Director to house MSPA Entity 

New or Old Business 

Brent moved to adjourn 

Mary seconded 

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 am 

 


