
MSPA Annual Meeting 
Billings Hotel and Convention Center 

October 23, 2018 

Members Present Duane McCullough, Brent Bushnell, Gary Mariegard and Elaine Mitchell 

Guest Tamara Bushnell 

President Gary Mariegard called the meeting to order at 4:20 pm.  He asked for a motion to approve the 

previous minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting and minutes of the Previous Board Meeting 

(Teleconference).   

Duane moved, Brent second and the motion carried without discussion 

Gary informed the group that the publication of any by-law change, due 20 days before the Annual 

Meeting was tardy due to the overwhelming response to the education seminars.  Duane encouraged 

the Board to make sure these were included in a timely manner for the next annual meeting.  

Gary previously also brought up a last-minute request for a refund for James Simmons.  James Simmons 

was unable to attend the MT Seminar and the Board voted to cut the late cancelation fee in half. 

Duane moved, Elaine second and the motion carried 

The Board also accepted late registrations for payment of cash at a slightly reduced late fee. 

Gary indicated there was a lot of work to complete the 2018 education including finishing the education 

accounting, returning books, collecting outstanding tuition, moving some tuition from Billings to 

Missoula (sickness), producing corrected CPE certificates and originating new CPE certificates for late 

sign-ups. 

New business included surveying Missoula for potential additional education in 2019. 

The Board also agreed to teleconference within two weeks of the education events to set dates, 

locations and agenda for the 2019 education calendar year.  

Gary made a motion that all Board Members receive a 1040 stipend for Gear up or Tax Speaker for work 

as a Board in 2019. 

Elaine second and the motion carried 

There was general discussion about adding a short agenda to the Monday Lunch at the education event 

in 2019. The agenda would include getting the Scholarship recipients to speak, surveying attendees for 

desired course offerings and reporting on legislative activities that effect right-to-practice was discussed.  

No conclusion was reached.  

Elaine moved the meeting adjourn. 

Duane second, motion carried 

 


