
 

 October 31, 2017  

Red Lion Hotel  
Billings, MT  

Minutes of the meeting of the Montana Society of Public Accountants called to 
order by President Gary Mariegard at 4:29 PM.  

Those in attendance were Mary Lemon, Elaine Mitchell, Gary Mariegard and  
Andrea Mace.  

Minutes of the previous annual meeting were read. Mary made the motion to 
accept as read, second by Gary and approved.  

Gary reported that Billings attendance was down 2% and Missoula attendance 
was up 25%. Enrollees for the Estate and Trust is 53 and 51 for the Montana 
update. Costs will be up a little for Missoula.  

Dates for 2018 education from Gear Up will be Monday through Wednesday, Oct 
22, 23 and 24 and Monday and Tuesday in Missoula per Jennings acceptance. 
Alternate dates are October 29 through November 2ns.  Advertising costs 
estimates are $ 4,200.00, Web site $ 5,500.00 and Jamie’s time at $ 2,000.00 for a 
total of $ 11,700.00 plus time for onsite Missoula and finish MSPA education. The 
plan is for 3 mailers in 2018, combining Missoula and Billings. The first, early May, 
second in August and third the last-minute reminder. Gary will check for possible 
testimonials to be included. Estimated cost of $ 5,000.00, approved.  

Mary discussed that if Forest Jones Insurance and Jennings links would be on our 
web site there would be a kickback.  

Mary and Duane will review the bylaws for voting on at the spring meeting. At 
that meeting a discussion will be held on sponsoring a legislative bill for 
Montana’s collection process. Cost sharing will be discussed with Montana’s  

AICPA. Maybe the lobbyist from MFIB would help us.  

Discussion was held on the possibility of contracting with an outside Executive 
Secretary and web site advertising.  



In regard to officers Mary motioned that the present officers and directors 
continue until we reach out for new members. Motion approved.  

Respectfully submitted by  
Elaine Mitchell, acting secretary 


