
MSPA Board Meeting 

May 2, 2019 

 

Directors present include Gary Mariegard, Duane McCullough, Mary Lemon, Elaine Mitchell, Brent 
Bushnell, Misuk Kim and Jaime Cortez 

President Gary Mariegard called meeting to order at 10:00 am.  

Mary made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous board meeting. 
Elaine seconded; motion carried 

Gary reminded the Board about the Bring-A-Friend campaign included in the previous minutes.  The 
campaign is not up on the website but will be as soon as possible.  

“Bring a Friend Campaign” for 2019 seminars, each person who brings a new attendee to the 1040 
Course will receive a $50 credit, new attendees to Business Entities/Farm and Ranch will receive a $25 
credit.  The credit will be refunded at the seminar in the form of a check.  A new attendee is to be defined 
as a person who has not attended an MSPA seminar in the last 2 education years (2017 or 2018). 

Financials/Budget 

Duane discussed the $0 for NSA Scholarship.  This was due to voiding of a check that was not cashed in 

2016.  He indicated we should make a journal entry to put the void against Misc Income so we still show 

the scholarship on the books.  There was general agreement.  

Jaime discussed the deferred revenue on the balance sheet.  This was due to system email notifying 

members of expired membership.  The revenue will be credited towards payment of membership next 

fiscal year. 

Gary mentioned the $750 education discount was $150 for Board members attending the 1040. 

Brent made the following motion, “In an effort to attract more Board members MSPA will should raise 

the Education discount to $250 for Active Board members that attend an MSPA 1040 seminars”. 

Everyone second; motion carried 

Gary indicated that we made a change to the budget this last year to account for actual expense for 

seminars; therefore, marketing was divided between the seminars based on the revenue brought in.  

Jaime went over pricing for Gear Up and Tax Speaker.  Gear Up stayed the same based on a 3-year 

contract, however the price of books went up slightly.  Tax Speaker (aka Bob Jennings) increased the 

seminar prices by $500.  This will change our profitability for the seminar and with all expenses including 

hotel and marketing.  We will need 56 attendees for the 1040 and 35 attendees for Business Entities to 

break even. 

Gary suggested looking for new speakers to come to Missoula in the event we are not able to break 

even on the Tax Speaker Seminar.  



Brent asked about the budget listed for Montana Update and asked if Montana is willing to send a 

presenter.  Gary indicated no information was available at this time but the Board would be updated as 

events warrant.  

Discussion: 

Gary indicated that there was a budget of $3,000 plus $2,000 in travel, for Board members to go to the 

NSA conference and asked Mary what that usually entails.  

Mary discussed what was happening at the NSA convention this year.  NSA was planning on having 

continued education and more gatherings/activities, less meetings, to allow the States to unite.   This 

year’s conference is August 21-24 in Charlotte, North Carolina.  MSPA takes the budgeted pot of $5,000 

and splits between all Board members that attend to reimburse airfare, lodging and convention fees.  

Brent made a motion to accept the financials and budget as they stand.  

Duane second; motion carried 

Gary wants the marketing information sent out to the Board.  His desire is that the Board to be apprised 

of marketing plans and goals.  We will also be sending out the brochure for the Board to approve prior 

to sending them out through the mail.  

Jaime went over recent website changes.  Issues that related to change were discussed especially 

related to publishing seminar events.  Jaime asked the Board to register for the seminar as soon as 

possible so we can circumvent any website issues.  

Jaime will send out a registration reminder next week for those who have not registered.  

By-Laws 

Duane indicated that he would like to wait to make any changes to the by-laws until NSA has sent out 

new by-laws.  He would like our by-laws to correspond with NSA’s new by-laws.  He also indicated that 

NSA was going to be removing associate members and suggested we possibly do the same.  

Discussion: 

All agreed to wait until NSA posted their new by-laws before making any changes to our by-laws. 

Brent made motion to adjourn. 

Elaine second; motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:10 am 

 


