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NSA State Director News 

 

While we were busy working our way through the tax season, NSA has been keeping the ac&on.   

 

The Tax Preparer Bill of Rights is ac&vely being promoted in the congressional halls.  One avid promoter is Ka-

ren Hawkins, former Director of the IRS Office of Professional Responsibility.  This bill would greatly assist each 

of us in our prac&ces. 

 

The NSA annual Leadership Networking Conven&on is being held on July 21
st

 and 22
nd

 in St. Louis, MO.  This 

conven&on is a wonderful tool for anyone in a leadership role.  The keynote speaker will be Chris Caballero, a 

cer&fied member of The John Maxwell Team.  The same conven&on includes training in legisla&ve strategy.  

With over half of the states beginning legisla&on of one type or another to regulate and/or license our profes-

sion, this knowledge would help Montana in the future.  Without the knowledge, we simply accept what is 

thrust upon us. 

 

The NSA Annual Conven&on will be held in Tampa, Florida on August 19th, 20th and 21
st

 where our current 

president, Kathy HeAck, will turn the gavel over to the first vice president, Al GioveA.  A full day Business Ses-

sion will be held on Thursday, August 19
th

 ending with the annual banquet and awards that evening.  On Friday 

and Saturday, an array of 16 hours of CPE are scheduled.  Check out the details at the NSA website at 

www.nsacct.org.   

 

As you know, Karen Hawkins is the former Director of the Office of Professional Responsibility athe IRS and a 

speaker at the NSA conven&on in August.  Karen has been selected as the incoming Chair-Elect of the American 

Bar Associa&on’s Sec&on of Taxa&on.  She will serve in that posi&on beginning on August 9th and will become 

Chair of the Sec&on in August, 2017. 

 

If you would like further informa&on on either of these conven&ons or have any other NSA ques&ons, please 

do not hesitate to contact me.  All of my contact informa&on is on our Montana Society of Public Accountant 

website at www.mspamt.org. 

 

RespecEully submiFed by: 

Mary Lemons, 

Montana’s NSA State Director 







Payroll Reporting Agent Responsibilities 

 Most accountants end up advising on some aspect of payroll.  Whether offering of 

full payroll service or filing courtesy returns for a delinquent client it is important to un-

derstand the related reporting responsibilities.  Offering payroll services and making pay-

roll deposits on the behalf of clients subjects the firm to the Reporting Agent Require-

ments. 

 Many small practitioners are unaware that using the client’s EFTPS for making pay-

roll deposits is prohibited.  Section 8 pf Rev. Proc. 2012-32 states that submitting pay-

ment information on behalf of taxpayers for which reporting agents did not receive au-

thorization is prohibited and subjects the reporting agent to suspension. 

 

Rev. Proc 2012-32 defines a reporting agent as an accounting service, franchise, bank, 

service bureau, or other entity authorized to: 

  

 1.  Sign and file electronically Forms 940/941, 

 2.  Sign and file on employer paper returns to the extent the return is not  

   required to be filed electronically. 

 3.  Make FTDs and FTPs electronically via the EFTPS of FTA and    

  submit FTD information and FTP information electronically for    

  the taxes deposited and the payments reported on applicable re  

  turns. 

 4.  Receive duplicate copies of official notices, correspondence, deposit require 

  ments, transcripts, or other information with respect to the tax returns. 

 5. Receive duplicate copies of official notices, correspondence, deposit  require 

  ments, transcripts, or other information with respect to FTDs and FTPs. 

 

 It is the filing of the Form 8655 Reporting Agent Authorization that allows a practi-

tioner to perform these acts for the benefit of the client.  Upon registration the practition-

er is granted their own access to the taxpayer’s EFTPS account. 

 PLEASE NOTE: Registering as a Reporting Agent does not expose the Agent to ad-

ditional liability.  The Employer/Client, not Reporting Agent, remains liable for ensuring all 

tax returns are filed timely and all deposits and payments are made timely. 
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 NOTIFICTION REQUIREMENTS: A Reporting Agent must provide the taxpayer 

with a written statement when entering into a service contract and on an ongoing basis 

that: 

 1. Advises the taxpayer’s responsibility to timely file the returns listed on the  

  Form 8655 and make FTDs and FTPs. 

 2. Advises the taxpayer that authorizing a Reporting Agent to perform any of  

  these obligations does not relieve the taxpayer from any liabilities resulting 

  from the Reporting Agent’s failure to perform these obligations.  

 3. Recommends that the taxpayer enroll in and use the EFTPS to ascertain  

  whether the Reporting Agent has, on a timely basis, made all the required  

  FTDs and FTPs, and 

 4. Advises the taxpayer that state-level tax verification programs may also be 

  available. 

 

The written statement as described in this section 5.05 of Rev. Proc 2012-32 should include 

the following or similar language: 

Please be aware that you are responsible for the timely filing of employment tax returns and 

the timely payment of employment taxes for your employees, even if you have authorized a 

third party to file the returns and make the payments.  Therefore, the Internal Revenue Ser-

vice recommends that you enroll in the U. S. Treasury Department’s Electronic Federal Tax 

Payment System (EFTPS) to monitor your account and ensure that timely tax payments are 

being made for you.  You may enroll in the EFTPS online at www.eftps.gov, 

or call (800) 555-4477 for and enrollment form. 

 

NEWS & 

links 

If you have an identity issue for a cli-

ent be sure to fill out the most recent 

14039 form, out April 2016.   
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Employers should check EFIN # to see the 

number of returns have been filed.  For 

more informa&on click this link:  

hFps://www.irs.gov/uac/newsroom/tax-

professionals-should-perform-periodic-

check-of-efin-status 
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MT Department of Revenue warns companies of identity phishing scheme involving W-2s 

 

HELENA – The Montana Department of Revenue is joining the Internal Revenue Service alerting busi-
nesses to a phishing email scheme that targets payroll and human resources professionals. The 
scheme involves an email that purports to be from company executives and requests personal infor-
mation on employees. 

The scheme has claimed victims. Payroll and human resources offices have mistakenly emailed pay-
roll data, including Forms W-2 that contain Social Security numbers and other personal identity in-
formation to cybercriminals posing as company executives. 

 

The department is asking Montana companies to let us know if their employee information has been 
compromised. Please contact the department toll free at (866) 859-2254, or in Helena at 444-
6900. 

“We can’t emphasize enough that businesses should alert their payroll and other staff about this 
scam,” said Micah Christensen, Income Tax Compliance Unit Manager, Montana Department of Rev-
enue. “It’s human nature to respond quickly to your boss. In this case, it’s not your boss, it’s a fraud-
ster out to steal the confidential information of your employees. In some cases, the cybercriminals 
have succeeded.” 

If HR staff receive an email from a company executive asking for a list of company employees and 
their information, employees should check it out before they respond. 

“Everyone has a responsibility to remain vigilant about confirming the identity of people requesting 
personal information about employees,” said Christensen. 

The department, IRS, other state tax agencies and tax industry are engaged in a public awareness 
campaign — Taxes. Security. Together. — to encourage everyone to do more to protect personal, 
financial and tax data. See https://www.irs.gov/individuals/taxes-security-together or Publication 
4524 for additional steps you can take to protect yourself.  Also, visit http://revenue.mt.gov/fraud-
prevention or call toll free at (866) 859-2254, or in Helena at 444-6900. Department call center 
hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The department will extend hours during the last 
week of tax season. 
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Billings Contact: 

Gloria Albright 

PO Box 20296 

Billings, MT 59104 

406- 656-1643  406- 206-5573 

   albrightax@180com.net 

  

 

  

Missoula Contact: 

Gary Mariegard 

1018 W Custer Suite 1 

Helena, MT 59602 

406-442-1700 

gmariegard@hotmail.com 

Billings Seminar  October 24th- 27th 

1040 2-day update  

Business Entities 1-day 

Last day MT scheduled for afternoon 

Last day AM pending 

Missoula Seminar  Nov 1st-2nd 

 1040 In Depth 

More information in next edition 

 



OUR MISSION 

 

⇒  To establish a respected public image of accounting & tax professionals who 

 are dedicated to public practice. 

 

⇒  To encourage a professional level of competence, character and integrity by 

 providing continuing education to increase the knowledge and efficiency of 

 its members. 

 

⇒  To promote the highest standard of ethical conduct among its members. 

 

⇒  To represent the accounting & tax professionals at the state and national 

 levels and protect the right to practice. 

 

⇒  To seek the enactment of laws and the correction or modification of existing 

 laws in the interests of the profession and the general public. 

 

⇒  To alert members to some of the significant developments in tax laws, regu

 lations and court decisions, through NSA and MSPA newsletter publications 

 and bulletins. 

 

⇒  To publicize the achievements of individual members through appropriate 

 national, state and local media. 

 

⇒  To serve as a clearing house for the dissemination of timely information on 

 all matters of interest to accountants in public practice. 

 

⇒  To encourage the camaraderie among its members. 

  



PRESIDENT 

GLORIA ALGRIGHT, EA 

1643 24TH ST W STE 312 

BILLINGS, MT 59102 

406-656-1643 

2015-2017 

 

VICE PRESIDENT/EXECUTIVE 

SECRETARY 

GARY MARIEGARD, EA 

1018 W CUSTER STE 1 

HELENA, MT 59602 

406-442-1711 

2015-2017 

 

NSA STATE DIRECTOR 

MARY LEMONS 

PO BOX 470 

DARBY, MT 59829 

406-821-3362 

2014-CURRENT 

 

DIRECTOR 

ELAINE MITCHELL 

205 W MAIN ST 

CUT BANK, MT 59427 

406-873-2672 

 

DIRECTOR 

REBECCA SPENCER, EA 

121 GRAND AVE 

BILLINGS, MT 59101 

406-248-3859 

 

DIRECTOR 

BRENT BUSHNELL 

1402 CAYUSE RD 

HELENA, MT 59602 

406-443-0690 

 

 

DIRECTOR 

RICK KELLER 

PO BOX 987 

BELGRADE, MT 59714 

406-570-1408 

 

DIRECTOR/TREASURER 

DUANE MCCULLOUGH 

3570 EAST SHORE 

HELENA, MT 59602 

406-475-3052 

 

duane_mcc@msn.com 

 

albrightax@180com.net gmariegard@hotmail.com mary@itabk.com 

utterback@bresnan.net becky@laser1040.com 

rkeller@liFleappletech.com 

taxesbybrent@msn.com 

Montana Society of Public Accountants 

1018 W Custer Ave Suite 1 

Helena, MT 59602 

(406) 442-1700 fax (406) 442-6008 

EMAIL: mspamail@mspamt.org 

WEBSITE: https:/www.mspamt.org  


