
MSPA Board Meeting 

May 11, 2017 

 

Members and guests present including Gary Mariegard, Duane McCullough, Mary Lemon, Elaine 

Mitchel, Brent Bushnell and Jaime Cortez. 

Vice President Gary Mariegard called meeting to order at 10:39 am. 

Mary motioned for name change to be presented to members at the annual Meeting in October.  

Proposed name would be Montana Society of Practicing Accountants and Tax Professionals.  Duane 

seconded motion. 

Discussion followed with Brent requesting clarification between “Preparer” and “Professionals”, all 

agreed that “Professionals” give a broader spectrum to the public of what can be provided than 

“Preparer” does. 

Question called for vote– Take name change to the membership. Mary, Duane and Gary fore with Brent, 

and Elaine against; motion carried. 

Discussion followed about how to get more members attending the annual meeting to vote on name 

change.  Suggestions: create Pro’s and Con’s in newsletter, section about “Do you want to keep your 

right to practice”, advertise more via mail or e-mail. 

Gary motioned to review and approve annual meeting minutes and letter to Gloria.  Brent moved to 

accept, Mary seconded and motion carried. 

Gary moved to dismiss Rick Keller from the Board due to no response to e-mails, phone calls or 

attendance at Board meetings.  Duane seconded. 

Discussion followed, Duane suggested adding to the By-laws “If a Board member is not active for 3 

meetings then the Board member is to be removed” 

Gary called for vote to remove Rick Keller. Elaine, Mary, Gary and Duane vote to remove, Brent 

abstained. Motion carried. 

Mary motioned to advance Gary Mariegard to take over as President of MSPA and all checks and 

financial meters be reviewed and signed by the Treasurer.  Brent seconded motion, everyone agreed 

motion carried. 

Question called – with Gary moving to President who would be Executive Secretary?  



Discussion followed, reviewed Executive Secretary application provided by Gary from 2012.  Talked 

about Laser 1040 becoming Executive Secretary, nothing in By-laws that says a firm can’t be hired as 

Executive Secretary.   

Mary motioned to accept Laser 1040 as the Executive Secretary with signature of all financial to be 

signed by the Treasurer Duane McCullough and Elaine Mitchell as an alternative signature. Brent 

seconded and motion carried. 

Mary motioned to modify and accept the fee change for Laser 1040 to $585 a month for the Executive 

Secretary in addition to being billed at a rate of $40 per hour for clerical and other administrative duties 

related to education, marketing, website and training coordination.  Mary also agreed to back pay Laser 

1040 for work done in 2016 that was billed at $25 per hour and pay for work done to date at $40 per 

hour.  Elaine seconded and motion passed. 

Mary motioned to purchase an Errors and Omissions Insurance policy for the Board.  Duane seconded 

and the motion carried.  

Brent left the meeting at 1:35 pm and abstained from further voting. 

Discussion:  

Mary requested that when financial are finalized for the year that we send out a two year comparison.  

Duane asked if we have looked into another credit card processing company to lower our fees.  

To increase membership Mary suggested sending out all members for the past three year’s invoices with 

a letter and possibly the latest newsletter. 

Gary proposed better marketing for education by 2-3 mailers and emails 2 times monthly. 

Gary will put together a marketing and advertising plan for the next Board meeting. To be set for 

Tuesday at 9 am the second or third week of June. 

Education discussion: 

Board decided to eliminate Entities in Billings and go with Estates and Trusts. Board suggested moving 

Ethics to the fourth day with Montana Updates.  Jaime will contact Gear Up. 

Duane indicated that our By-laws need to be revised, some of the By-laws are out of sequence and 

others need to be updated.   

Gary asked if there was any other business. 

Gary and Mary motioned to adjourn the meeting. Elaine and Duane seconded.  Meeting adjourned at 

2:19 pm. 

GREAT MEETING 



 


